
Neither a roaring success nor a bleeding 
failure. 

By Amy Bastow

Can you like and dislike an album at 
the same time? I’m really not sure 
whether The Lion’s Roar is a roaring 
success or whether the girls from 
First Aid Kit need to give it a re-sus. 

It’s the second album from Swedish 
sisters, Johanna and Klara. Each 
track is crafted well in its own right, 
but for me, there really are no 
stand-out tracks that make me want 
to hit repeat. I’ve had it on in the 
background on numerous occasions 
this week and have even found 
myself swaying along to the waltz 
rhythms of the title track. And have 
even felt calmed and charmed by 
the enchanting little organ tremelo 
which opens the third track, “In the 
Hearts of Men”. But I’m just not 
sure why I’m not entirely convinced.

The architecture of their lyrics and 
the shape of their melodies are 
perfectly constructed, with snippets 
of their tunes lodging themselves in 
my head for days. I particularly like 
track 6, “To A Poet”, which opens 

with hauntingly beautiful harmonies 
that immediately capture your 
attention. The song continues to 
impress by adding very subtle piano 
arpeggios and brings in a low, soft 
cello that is warmly welcomed as a 
change in colour at this point in the 
album. 

“King of the World”, the last track 
on the album, (which we’ll be 
playing for you later in the show), 
adds a lovely touch of brass and a 
cheeky little bit of fiddle, which 
sends the album off on a fun note. 

The album seems to fly by and is 
finished before you even realise. I’m 
not sure if that’s the sign of a great 
album, or whether I just didn’t 
notice it was on. The tracks 
themselves are actually quite long, 
with only three being under the 
4minute mark. Each song seems to 
melt seamlessly into the next, so 
subtle you sometimes don’t even 
notice.

First Aid Kit don’t pretend to be 
anything they’re not, and that’s one 
of the reasons I like them. They 
shamelessly fly a genre banner 
hovering somewhere between indie, 
folk and country and are proud to 
wear that hazy badge. 

Although the music is mostly quite 
calm, subtle and enchanting, the 
sense of tragedy and melancholy in 
their lyrics is hard to miss and the 
use of the slide guitar made the 
image of someone crying easily 
imaginable. 

Although not the most memorable 
album I’ve listened to lately, it 
certainly wasn’t bad. It didn’t hit me 
with a big “wow” between the eyes, 
but I do like it's sense of charm, it’s 
subtlety and it’s honesty.

I’m giving it 3 out of 5 stars.
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Rating

Tune in to the 
Kiss My Arts 
show with Kylan 
and Amy on Joy 
94.9. Mondays at 
9pm.


